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Greg Bragiel -  MCA huts chair 

Backcountry.com 15% purchases will only be given to members 
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JULY MEETING 
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Lake Benchmark Mountain (5050 feet), Endico琀琀 Mountains, Brooks Range 

Text and photos by Lupe Lunde and SPHP 

August 19, 2017, Day 20 of Lupe’s 2017 
Dingo Vaca琀椀on to the Yukon and Alaska! 

Start - 11:32 a.m., 42° Fahrenheit at a 
large parking area on the west side of 
the Dalton Highway just south of the 
bridge over the A琀椀gun River. 

The morning fog was gone. Low clouds 
s琀椀ll covered much of the sky, but patch-
es of blue let sunshine through in 
spots. This was it! Lupe's chance for an 
a琀琀empt on Lake Benchmark Mountain 
(5050 feet) had arrived! The mountain 
sat along the north edge of Alaska's fa-
bled Brooks Range. If the sky kept clear-
ing this a昀琀ernoon, the American Dingo 
would have a spectacular view of the 
North Slope from the summit. Full of 
enthusiasm, Lupe and her slow-plodding 
human porter (SPHP) set out heading 
north across the bridge over the A琀椀gun 
River. 

North of the river, Lupe turned east on an access road leading 
to the trans-Alaska pipeline service road. Soon she was having a 
riot exploring nearby tundra while SPHP followed the service 
road north. A beau琀椀ful, high rounded ridge was east of the 
pipeline. That ridge was the way to Lake Benchmark Mountain, 
only a few miles north-northeast from here. A昀琀er going 0.5 
mile north along the pipeline, Lupe and SPHP turned northeast 
and began climbing the beau琀椀ful ridge. 

The lower and upper slopes were spongy, boggy, and full of 
tussocks. Only the steepest part of the ridge was rela琀椀vely 

dry. Lupe followed the edge of a long ravine containing a small 
stream.  Views of Galbraith Lake and the A琀椀gun River back to 
the west and south became increasingly impressive. 

Lupe con琀椀nued far beyond the end of the stream. The slope of 
the ridge was gradually diminishing, but Lupe never reached 
any de昀椀nite crest. She was wandering up an enormous slope 
that kept going higher. 

Crossing the A琀椀gun River.  Photo looks east. A昀琀er a good beginning climb, Lupe has a great view of the A琀椀gun 
River valley.  Photo looks south. 

Lake Benchmark Mountain (le昀琀) on August 23, 2017.  Photo looks northeast. 
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A big hill was ahead at the far north end of the ridge. SPHP be-
lieved that hill was either part of Lake Benchmark Mountain or 
would lead to it, but wanted to get a view of the territory east of 
there in order to con昀椀rm 
that opinion. Lupe traveled 
northeast for what seemed 
like a long way, but before 
she got high enough, clouds 
and fog suddenly blew in 
out of the west. The Caroli-
na Dog wasn’t going to be 
able to see anything to the 
east now. She gave up on 
that idea, and headed 
straight for the big hill at the 
north end of the ridge. 

Fog completely took 
over. The hill Lupe was 
heading for disappeared. So 
did everything else except immediately surrounding terrain. SPHP 
used occasional large, isolated boulders to help keep Looper 
aimed in the right direc琀椀on, sigh琀椀ng along them to the next boul-
der the Carolina Dog should head for. 

Lupe reached the base of the hill, and began to climb more steep-
ly. She went up a series of 
rocky ramps and bench-
es. This was much 昀椀rmer 
ground, free of the bogs 
and tussocks present lower 
down on the big 
ridge. SPHP had a far easier 
琀椀me here, despite the 
greater angle of ascent. 

Partway up the hill, Lupe 
came to a level area where 
there was more vegeta琀椀on 
again. By now a cold rain 
had started in. Suddenly 
Loop wasn’t having as much fun as before. SPHP started becom-
ing concerned about what li琀琀le could be seen. A substan琀椀al cli昀昀 
dropped into a gray abyss along the northeast side of the level 
area. According to the topographic map, it shouldn’t have been 
there. To the northwest, the hill went s琀椀ll higher, but nothing at 
all could be seen to the east except more fog. 

That cli昀昀 was bothersome. It couldn’t be reconciled with the topo 
map, if Lupe was actually on her way up Lake Benchmark Moun-
tain. SPHP was beginning to suspect maybe Lupe was too far 

west. 

Might as well check out the rest of this hill. Lupe climbed north-
west. Eventually, she could see a ridge above shaped vaguely like 

what Lake Benchmark 
Mountain’s summit ought 
to look like, but hardly any 
detail could be seen 
through the fog. How much 
higher was it?  SPHP 
guessed maybe 500 or 600 
ver琀椀cal feet. The rain, 
which had slackened up, 
now returned as snow. The 
snow wasn’t s琀椀cking yet, 
but added to SPHP's grow-
ing sense of uneasi-
ness. Lupe wasn’t un-
easy. She was wet, cold, 

and miserable. 

Wandering around alone up on mountains on the north side of 
the Brooks Range in rain and snow with almost no visibil-
ity? Maybe this was ge琀�ng just a li琀琀le too stupid. SPHP asked 
Loopster if she wanted to go back to the G6? The American Dingo 
gave her most ecsta琀椀c, enthusias琀椀c response possible. A bi琀琀er 

defeat, but there seemed 
to be no sensible alterna-
琀椀ve. Lupe and SPHP started 
back down. 

Lupe hadn’t lost much ele-
va琀椀on yet when suddenly a 
break appeared in the 
clouds. The snow end-
ed. Galbraith Lake was in 
sight! Out came the topo 
map for comparison with 
the lake to try to get reori-
ented again. SPHP quickly 
became convinced Lupe 

wasn’t on Lake Benchmark Mountain at all. She was somewhere 
on the upper south slopes of Peak 4750! She was indeed a mile 
too far west, as SPHP had begun to suspect a while back. SPHP 
was pondering the implica琀椀ons of that discovery when the sky 
cleared o昀昀 to the northwest, too. Lupe could now clearly see sev-
eral high points over that way. Another review of the topo map 
convinced SPHP that Peak 4750 was really the next peak over to 
the west-northwest. In that case, Lupe actually was somewhere 
on Lake Benchmark Mountain. 

Going up the foggy ramps. 

Lupe relaxes near Coronary Apsoo No. 4 (center). Photo looks northeast. 
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The views disappeared again as 
another batch of clouds plunged 
the hill Lupe was on back into 
fog. A heavy mist began. S琀椀ll, the 
brief break in the weather had 
been encouraging. Maybe condi-
琀椀ons were going to improve? The 
hasty decision to return to the G6 
was rescinded. Lupe and SPHP 
set o昀昀 back up whatever hill or 
mountain this was. 

The climb to the top wasn’t near-
ly as far as the fog had made it 
seem. A昀琀er gaining only 200 to 
250 feet of eleva琀椀on, Lupe was 
approaching a line of boulders on what appeared to be part of a 
summit ridge. Loop scrambled up a gap between boulders. A 
survey pin could be seen only 20 feet away to the east! Hopes 
soared that maybe Lupe had just 
stumbled upon Lake Benchmark? 

No, there wasn’t a benchmark, 
just a survey pin. Lupe and SPHP 
searched the tops of the highest 
boulders along the ridge-
line. Nothing. The top of the sur-
vey pin was clearly stamped 
“Coronary Apsoo No. 4.” Clear all 
right. Clear as mud. Meant abso-
lutely nothing to SPHP. Might as 
well have been Chinese. 

Apparently Coronary Apsoo No. 
4 meant “Go to the obviously 
higher point so close by that you can even see it through the 
fog, dummy!” Nothing else really 
sprang to mind. So a昀琀er drawing 
a blank by this 昀椀rst survey pin, 
Lupe and SPHP headed northeast 
on a short easy ridge walk to a 
no琀椀ceably higher point nearby. 
This next high point appeared to 
be the top of the mountain. The 
summit area wasn’t huge, but 
was plenty big enough to wander 
around a bit. No survey bench-
mark could be found up here, 
either, only another survey pin 
stamped with an equally cryp琀椀c 
message. 

Lupe must be at the top of either 
Lake Benchmark Mountain or Peak 
4750, but which was it? The Caroli-
na Dog stood glumly in the mist 
while SPHP tried to work it out. 

A昀琀er further explora琀椀on, SPHP had 
an answer. Lupe was at the top of 
Peak 4750.  She had climbed the 
wrong mountain! The heavy mist 
turned to snow. Sheesh! Be琀琀er 
head down. 

Lupe lost 200 feet of eleva琀椀on. The 
snow quit again. Already it wasn’t 
as foggy as higher up. Maybe Loop-
er should angle southeast hoping 

to catch a glimpse of Lake Benchmark Mountain? Seemed like a 
reasonable course of ac琀椀on. 

Going down the ramps and bench-
es, Lupe started to discern the faint 
foggy outline of some big hill o昀昀 to 
the east. Lake Benchmark Moun-
tain? Seemed like it had to be. The 
Carolina Dog reached the fairly lev-
el area she had been to on the way 
up Peak 4750.  She headed east 
near the cli昀昀. Yes! No mistake. Lake 
Benchmark Mountain was in view! 

Wow, there was s琀椀ll a pre琀琀y big 
eleva琀椀on drop between here and 
there! At least it wasn’t as foggy 
out as earlier. The really good news 

was that what could be seen of Lake Benchmark Mountain 
looked climbable. Just a really big, fairly steep hill, but no worse 

than that. 

Now or never! By the 琀椀me Looper 
had worked her way down Peak 
4750’s long southeast ridge to a 
wide boggy 昀氀ats leading to Lake 
Benchmark Mountain, she had lost 
600 feet of eleva琀椀on.  She would 
have to regain it all plus another 
200 feet to reach Lake Benchmark’s 
summit. 

The climb began. The lower slope 
was easy. As things became steep-
er, lanes of vegeta琀椀on leading up 

Loop on a strip of vegeta琀椀on with a typical rock wall providing 
separa琀椀on from the next higher band beyond it. Photo looks 

northeast. 

Lake Benchmark. 

All I can say is, thank heavens it's not stamped Coronary Ap-
soo No. 5!  Loop next to the Lake Benchmark (lower right).  

Photo looks west. 
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otherwise scree covered slopes helped. Lupe eventually reached 
areas of nothing but scree. 

By the 琀椀me the slope of the mountain moderated, Lupe was 
pre琀琀y high. She was back into fog, and it was snowing. The snow 
was star琀椀ng to s琀椀ck. A series of wide, rela琀椀vely level areas cov-
ered with vegeta琀椀on ran roughly east-west in long, broad strips. 
These strips were separated by minor slopes or ridges, which pre-
sented walls of rock or lines of boulders in some areas, although it 
was always possible to go around them. Lupe followed each of 
these vegetated bands some distance east before turning north 
and climbing up to the next one. The climbs were short and never 
di昀케cult. 

Eventually, Lupe was faced with a more formidable, longer wall of 
rock. Was that the summit ridge?  It certainly seemed possible. 
The Carolina Dog traveled east below the wall of rock un琀椀l she 
reached a place where it was possible to scramble up. Nope. Not 
the summit. O昀昀 to the northeast was an even higher rounded 
hill.  Lupe went right to it and was soon on top. Poking around a 
collec琀椀on of rocks at the high point revealed nothing. Then sud-
denly, there it was! Lower down, a li琀琀le farther east, some sort of 
survey marker was s琀椀cking up from a loosely assembled modest 
cairn. Was it true? Was that it? Oh, yeah! This was it! Lupe had 
found the really, truly, genuine Lake Benchmark.  Celebra琀椀on 
琀椀me! 

Although 昀椀nding the Lake Benchmark was both cause for joy and 
undeniable proof that Lupe was actually on the right mountain 
this 琀椀me around, the survey benchmark was not quite at the top 
of the mountain. The topo map showed an eleva琀椀on of 4928 feet 
here. However, it also showed a small area within a 5000-foot 
contour not too far away to the east. If Lupe wanted to claim a 
peakbagging success, she needed to go 昀椀nd the true summit. 

A昀琀er all this miserable weather and 昀椀rst climbing the wrong peak, 
Lupe most certainly did want to claim a peakbagging success on 
Lake Benchmark Mountain—whether she could see anything or 
not! So a昀琀er congratula琀椀ons and a brief celebra琀椀on at the actual 
Lake Benchmark, Lupe and SPHP headed east in light rain along 
a level ridge looking for the summit. Joy turned to dismay. Loop 
hadn’t gone far, when up ahead, ghostly rock forma琀椀ons ap-
peared in the fog. They looked poten琀椀ally unclimbable for the 
American Dingo. 

SPHP’s fears were unjus琀椀昀椀ed. Lupe reached the summit area to 
昀椀nd massive boulders and a wall of rock, but open lanes existed 
providing her an easy scramble to the top. And just like that, Lupe 
was there, perched at the undeniable summit of Lake Benchmark 
Mountain (5050 feet)! 

The summit was a knob of rock perhaps 20 feet long and 5 feet 
wide. The south side of the knob was a solid rock wall — 6 to 8 

feet high — next to a level patch of tundra. To the north, the knob 
dropped sharply away toward a chasm of indeterminable 
depth. Of course, standing up there in light rain and fog, Lupe 
could see none of the glorious view of the North Slope that she 
had come so far to see, and would have had on a clear day. Lake 
Benchmark Mountain, the northernmost mountain Lupe had ever 
climbed, was a peakbagging success, but a complete scenic fail. 

With no views, there wasn’t much point in hanging around. A 
mere 10 minutes a昀琀er arriving, Lupe and SPHP began the de-
scent. By the ghostly rocks, Loop paused for a 昀椀nal look back. 

The rocky appari琀椀ons vanished from sight almost as soon as Lupe 
le昀琀 them.  She would never see them again. In rain and fog, Lupe 
trudged along sopping wet at SPHP’s heels. Finally, something 
caught her interest. The Carolina Dog was o昀昀 like a shot.  Despite 
the rain, she ran great distances. Loop was having fun again! She 
ran and sni昀昀ed the rest of the way. 

At last, Lupe was far enough down to get below the 
clouds. Galbraith Lake came back into view. The Dalton Highway 
and trans-Alaska pipeline were down there, too. 

Wouldn’t be long now before Looper was warm and dry, snoozing 
snugly beneath her blankie with a full belly. Lupe never would get 
to see that glorious view of the North Slope from Lake Benchmark 
Mountain, but she had been up there. She had stood at the very 
top of a mountain at the north edge of the Brooks Range in north-
ern Alaska. Not many dingoes can say that!  (End 7:29 p.m.) 

Revised and condensed from an upcoming post at 

h琀琀p://www.adventureso昀氀upe.com/, publishing on July 28, 2018. 

Approaching the north end of the Brooks Range on August 18, 
2017.  Peak 4750 is the high point at the right end of the distant ridge 

on the right.  Lake Benchmark Mountain is o昀昀 the right edge of this 
photo.  The A琀椀gun River is on the le昀琀.  Photo looks north. 

http://www.adventuresoflupe.com/
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Forgotten Peak (5894 feet), Coast Mountains 

Text and photos by Ma琀琀 CallahanText and photos by Ma琀琀 Callahan  

Summary: Dylan Miller and I made the 昀椀rst ascent of Peak 5894 
north of Juneau on October 1st, 2017. A昀琀er bushwhacking to 
琀椀mberline, nego琀椀a琀椀ng a small glacier and some scrambling on 
granite blocks, we camped at 5000 feet. The next morning we 
traversed over the previously-climbed 5750-foot sub-peak and a 
couple of rappels and pitches up to 5.8 got us to the main sum-
mit. We reversed our ascent and approach route that a昀琀ernoon. 

Peak 5894 rises out of temperate jungle into bowls of alpine 
heather with glaciated 昀氀anks and culminates in steep granite 
pinnacles. It separates the Davies and Cowee valleys north of 
Juneau and is clearly visible from the lab where I work and from 
Dylan’s Tee Harbor house. A 5750-foot sub-peak has been 
climbed, but previous par琀椀es had not followed the ¼-mile al-
pine ridge to the true summit. Dylan Miller and I hiked out Da-
vies Creek on September 30 and bushwhacked through some-

琀椀mes steep trees to the bowl between Peak 5894 and Peak 
4897 (known as Malted Milk Ball Spire). A marine layer of 
clouds kept route-昀椀nding interes琀椀ng. We crossed an abla琀椀on-

ice glacier, which was nerve-wracking with my approach shoes, 
dull crampons, and mountaineering axe, and set up camp at 
5750 feet on the west ridge. We scrambled up to Point 5750 
and did some cragging around camp as the clouds dissolved at 
dusk. The next day we retraced our steps to 5750, but then 
dropped onto the ridge to the summit. Mostly 4th-Class scram-
bling led to a rappel at a notch and a low 5th-Class pitch involv-
ing frozen mud to regain the ridge. A couple hundred yards lat-
er a 5.8 pitch gained another sub-peak and another rappel 
brought us within striking distance of the main summit. We 
traversed ledge systems on the south side of the ridge, below 
an impressive totem-pole pillar, scampered across a loose gully 

Dylan Miller at camp. 
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held together with frozen mud, and scrambled 
up solid granite to the main summit. To de-
scend we reversed the ridge with two rappels 
and two pitches of 5.6-ish climbing. We re-
versed our approach route that a昀琀ernoon and 
reached our car just before dark. 

We dubbed it Forgo琀琀en Peak because it's really 
obvious and no one had climbed it before. 

Looking back to Point 5750 from the east. 

Dylan Miller leads the crux of the route. 
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Looking east from Peak 3766 toward the Twentymile River Valley.   
Photo by Wayne Todd 

Peak 3766 (1148 meters), Chugach Mountains 

Text by Wayne L. Todd 

March 19, 2017  

On a nippy mid-March morning, Cima Pillsbury, Carrie Wang, 
and I set out in mountain shade from the Twentymile train de-
pot. For the few miles of 昀氀ats that we are to cover, Carrie has 
the ul琀椀mate set-up of wide-scaled skis. I have a compromise of 
kicker skins and Cima has the classic full skins. 

The familiar, and snowy, Chugach Mountains are already sunlit 
to our le昀琀. The not-so-familiar Chugach is s琀椀ll shaded to our 
right. We’re all sprou琀椀ng frosty faces, and my standard 
snotcicles, by the 琀椀me we get some of the glorious sunshine. 
We’ve skied out and in this valley numerous 琀椀mes, so are famil-
iar with the route, though we s琀椀ll follow snowmachine tracks.  
So li琀琀le snow is on the ground, the e昀昀ort for on or o昀昀 trail is 
similar.  

The tracks end in brush and we need to veer right anyway, so 
a昀琀er one low creek crossing, we’re headed for the west base of 
Peak 3766 (1148 meters) [Ed. note: the summit eleva琀椀on of this 
peak is shown as 3720 feet on the 1952 Seward (D-5) quadran-
gle, but as 1148 meters (3766 feet) on the 1984 Seward D-5 SW 
metric map], and more shade. Analyzing a set of lynx tracks 
with a drag mark alongside, we decide it was a lynx dragging a 
hare.  

We know the ini琀椀al slopes are quite steep, as Carrie and I ven-
tured here once before on foot and then snowshoes, only to 
turn around up higher where the traveling was easier. A昀琀er 
loca琀椀ng an easier start zone in the forest, we begin a series of 
many short switchbacks (snowshoes would be more prac琀椀cal 
here). Where the angle increases even more and the switch-
backs are ludicrously short, we opt for boot hiking, which is 
much more prac琀椀cal, and faster. At upper trees, we re-ski in 
tree-sliced sunshine.  

We break into open country; full snow-re昀氀ected sunshine with 
views of the western Kenai Mountains. Trail-breaking is a mod-

est six inches of powder with sporadic hard patches, more fre-
quent as we ascend. A lone goat is glimpsed up ahead.  

 Skinning up the 昀氀ank of Peak 3766.  
Photo by Wayne Todd 
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On the plateau, we 昀椀nd the goat tracks and now see 
him/her traveling up the narrow ridge toward the 
top. Cima opts to stop at the plateau for a sun-

loaded spring nap. Carrie and I leave skis there, as 
it’s doub琀昀ul we’d ski the narrow ridge sec琀椀on. Soon 
I’m using the goat tracks for steps, a 昀椀rst for me. 
The ridge mellows and broadens as we lose sight of 
the plateau, but we now have the striking backside 
views of Begich Peak (4623 feet [1409 meters]) and 
Boggs Peak (4518 feet [1377 meters]) (both dang 
steep). The windswept top is easy walking, even in 
ski boots. The goat has vaporized.  

From on top, we also have views of much of the 
Western Chugach Mountains (or are we s琀椀ll in the 
Western Chugach?) and of close-by peaks s琀椀ll need-
ing to be climbed. I 昀椀nd no obvious cairn, so make a 
quick and crude one. We don’t loiter as it’s already 
a昀琀er 4 p.m. and we appreciate traveling while it’s 
light.  

We’re soon back with Cima, de-skinned, and o昀昀 for 
fun, mostly-昀椀rm, above-tree skiing.  In the lightly-

treed zone, the powder is great, so we zig and zag 
around our up-track. Too soon we’re back to tree-

canopy-a昀昀ected snow and steep slopes, so wisely 
boot-hike down our up track (only plunging in occa-
sionally?).  

By the 昀氀ats the sun has already hidden for the day, 
but there’s s琀椀ll plenty of civil twilight to get us back 
to the car.  

Ten hours, 14 miles, 4100 feet of eleva琀椀on gain. 

Skinning up with Turnagain Arm and Twentymile River backdrop. 
Photo by Wayne Todd 

Wayne Todd with Twentymile River view; Kinnikinnick Mountain is the prominent 
peak. 

Photo by Carrie Wang 

Cima Pillsbury and Carrie Wang skiing across the lower ridge. 
Photo by Wayne Todd 

Carrie Wang and Cima Pillsbury boo琀椀ng and post-holing on 
the descent. 

Photo by Wayne Todd 
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Mount Russell (11670 feet), South Ridge, Alaska Range 

Text by Freddie Wilkinson; photos by Dana Drummond 

Dana “Maddog” 
Drummond and I 

knew we were in for a good 琀椀me when Paul Roderick admi琀琀ed 
this was his 昀椀rst 琀椀me landing on the East Fork of the Dall Glacier. 
Six miles up valley from our basecamp lay the East Face of Mount 
Russell – an impressive mountain turret 昀椀rst climbed by Charlie 
Townsend and Dave Auble in 1989 (see pages 21 through 27 of 
the 1990 American Alpine Journal [AAJ]).  Maddog’s and my inten-
琀椀ons were compara琀椀vely modest. Over the past decade, Russell’s 
voie normale, the north ridge, had become increasingly broken up 
and blocked by several problema琀椀c crevasses. To the best of our 
knowledge, the mountain hadn’t been summited in the last 昀椀ve 
years. We hoped to 昀椀nd a new and moderate line to reach Rus-
sell’s elusive summit, and to make good on my promise to Mad-
dog that we wouldn’t get in over our heads, we brought along a 
bare selec琀椀on of hardware including a half-dozen ice screws, a 
carabiner of nuts, and three pitons. 

 We le昀琀 our basecamp at 4900 feet early on April 7 for what we 
called the south face, a triangular feature bounded by two tribu-
tary spurs that rose to form the south ridge of the mountain.  A 
line of steep snow昀椀elds led to the le昀琀-hand spur. Perfect granite 
gendarmes and hero ridge scrambling followed. Ten hours a昀琀er 
leaving basecamp, we arrived at a snow昀椀eld a few hundred feet 
below the apex of the face and decided that was our best chance 
to dig a snow cave. A昀琀er another three hours of aggressive chop-
ping and man-labor, we had carved a 
10-foot torpedo tube capable of 
housing us head-to-toe. 

 The next morning we le昀琀 most of 
our kit and set o昀昀 for the summit. 
The weather seemed i昀昀y, but held 
enough promise of clearing to lure us 
on. Mellow ridge climbing led to a 
short corniced traverse before the 
ridge met with the 昀椀nal summit 
slopes of the mountain. This last sec-
琀椀on of the ascent yielded other-

worldly – yet technically easy – climbing as we navigated 
“Russell’s Cheeks,” a dis琀椀nc琀椀ve series of rime forma琀椀ons to arrive 
on the summit. We were rewarded with about 昀椀ve seconds of the 
lovely view looking north to Mount Foraker before the storm en-
veloped us for good. We carefully reversed the route to our cozy 
snow cave, where we elected to spend a fun-昀椀lled 36 hours snug-
gled together before returning to our basecamp at a leisurely 
pace. 

The lighthearted spontaneity of our li琀琀le adventure belies an in-
credible stroke of luck. I have no doubts that Maddog and I stum-
bled onto one of the best technical moderates in the en琀椀re Alaska 
Range. That route could and should have been done a half century 
ago. It’s every bit as classy as the West Ridge of Mount Hunter, 
the French Ridge on Mount Hun琀椀ngton, or the Cassin Ridge on 
Denali. 

Note:  Although the 昀椀rst ascent of Mount Russell, accomplished in 
1962 by a German and American team (see pages 390 through 
395 of the 1963 AAJ), has o昀琀en been described as having followed 
the south ridge, that is misleading. The party began their ascent 
on the Chedotlothna Glacier to the north of the mountain and 
followed a glacial route around its western 昀氀ank to reach the col 
(“Bavarian Col”) on the main range divide between Russell and 
Peak 9803, southwest of the summit. From there, they ascended a 
600-foot “steep ice ramp” on the west face to reach the south 
ridge. Both Maddog and I can only surmise that they gained the 
south ridge just before or a昀琀er the steepest sec琀椀on of corniced 
ridge we nego琀椀ated, approximately 1,500 feet below the summit. 
Given the overall length of the route and the fact that we followed 
the south ridge from its side of the divide, we feel okay calling 
ours the 昀椀rst ascent of the South Ridge. A be琀琀er descriptor for the 
1963 line might be the west face. 

Summary: First ascent of the south 
ridge of Mount Russell (5,000 feet, 
Alaska Grade 4), April 7 – April  10, 
2017. 

[Link 1:  h琀琀p://
publica琀椀ons.americanalpineclub.org/
ar琀椀cles/12199002100/Mount-Russells-

East-Face] 

[Link2 :  h琀琀p://
publica琀椀ons.americanalpineclub.org/
ar琀椀cles/12196339000/The-First-Ascent
-of-Mount-Russell] 

The upper 2000 
feet  of Mount 
Russell  showing 
the huge rime 
forma琀椀ons along 
the south ridge 
and east face.  

Freddie Wilkinson descending Mount Russell a昀琀er the storm.  

http://publications.americanalpineclub.org/articles/12199002100/Mount-Russells-East-Face
http://publications.americanalpineclub.org/articles/12199002100/Mount-Russells-East-Face
http://publications.americanalpineclub.org/articles/12199002100/Mount-Russells-East-Face
http://publications.americanalpineclub.org/articles/12199002100/Mount-Russells-East-Face
http://publications.americanalpineclub.org/articles/12196339000/The-First-Ascent-of-Mount-Russell
http://publications.americanalpineclub.org/articles/12196339000/The-First-Ascent-of-Mount-Russell
http://publications.americanalpineclub.org/articles/12196339000/The-First-Ascent-of-Mount-Russell
http://publications.americanalpineclub.org/articles/12196339000/The-First-Ascent-of-Mount-Russell
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Bench Peak (5575 feet), Kenai Mountains 

Text by Zack Fields and Josh Gray; photos by Josh Gray 

On the summit of Bench Peak. 

Zack Fields descend-
ing Bench Peak's 

north glacier. 

Bench Peak’s distance from a trailhead and inconvenient summer 
access mean it’s not a par琀椀cularly common climbing des琀椀na琀椀on. 
However, winter o昀琀en delivers a more-feasible, ski-based ap-
proach route, and it is a 昀椀ne cure for peak fever. Bench Peak is 
alluring because of its remoteness and its dominance of the sky-
line over the Johnson Creek Summit area.   

Bench Peak must receive signi昀椀cantly more precipita琀椀on than the 
ridgelines just to the west, because glaciers nearly surround its 
summit. Two of these, to the north and northeast, are access 
routes for climbers. Most trip reports suggest ascending the north-
east glacier, then following the narrow ridgeline northwest to 
Bench Peak’s summit. For ski mountaineers traveling on a stable 
snowpack, the glacier that 昀氀ows northward right o昀昀 of Bench 
Peak’s summit is a faster, shorter route that avoids any exposure 
or tedious ridgeline naviga琀椀on. The hazards are simple: an ava-
lanche would wash you over seracs and, most likely, cli昀昀 bands. 

Avalanches on the glacier may seem like the least of your concerns 
compared to the approach to the peak. It begins from the Johnson 
Pass Trailhead, and follows the winter snowmachine route south 
to the area where the summer trail crosses Center Creek and then 
Bench Creek. It is possible, and quite scenic, to follow Center 
Creek upstream when it has frozen solid and snowed on top. How-
ever, the faster route – assuming a healthy snowpack – is to follow 
the summer trail south for about ¾ of a mile and look for snow-
machine tracks that leave the summer trail and head steeply up-
hill, to the east. 

A昀琀er passing through a short narrow meadow, this route links 
increasingly wide meadows as it approaches the con昀氀uence of 
Center Creek and Divide Creek. The snowmachine trail goes up 
and down, up and down, over the toe of ridges that descend from 
Bench Peak. Once you arrive at the con昀氀uence of Center Creek 

and Divide Creek, cross Divide and then head up its northern bank. 
One of the poten琀椀al hazards of the trip is crossing these south-

facing slopes above the deeply incised Divide Creek gorge below. 
The other side of the creek looks even worse; at least there are 
some undula琀椀ons on the north side of the creek to allow you to 
manage avalanche terrain somewhat. A昀琀er about a mile of trav-
ersing above a massive terrain trap, the valley opens up and is well 
above 琀椀mberline. Another mile of easy climbing brings you to the 
base of Bench Peak’s north glacier. 

The steepest part of the ascent up the north glacier is at the start, 
climbing up a couple linked bowls to get on the more mellow part 
of the glacier. These bowls are de昀椀nitely in avalanche terrain, and 
you have to cross a convexity at the top of them that seems like 
one logical point to trigger an avalanche if one was going to occur. 
Above that, it is a straigh琀昀orward skin up to the summit.  

The climb from right below the glacier to the summit is about 
2,600 feet, and might not take much more than an hour and a 
half. Once on top, it’s a quick descent down the glacier. On the 
return, the greatest hazard is crossing the south-facing slopes 
above Divide Creek again, this 琀椀me a昀琀er more hours of poten琀椀al 
solar warming. Beyond that, it’s a long slog back to the Johnson 
Pass Trailhead, probably in winter’s darkness.  
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Bidarka Peak (3835 feet), Western Chugach Mountains 

Text and photos by Marcin Ksok  

The following trip involved a couple of mistakes. The 昀椀rst 
one was to venture up Indian Valley in August. The growth 
was quite impressive up there, as I found out. But I needed 
a peak to summit, not too far, not too di昀케cult; therefore, I 
ventured through the grasses up the Indian Valley Trail. The 
miles did go quickly, despite sweat and insects, and shortly 
before the pass I made my second mistake and decided on 
star琀椀ng up early and cu琀�ng o昀昀 some distance. The west 
ridge of Bidarka Peak wasn't far and soon I was fully com-
mi琀琀ed, 昀椀gh琀椀ng through head-tall grasses while trying to 
gain steeper ground on the lower slopes. The salva琀椀on I 
imagined did not materialize, as the slope proved slippery, 
and I was grateful for dwarf spruce for support. Eventually 
grass gave way to rocks and upon reaching the ridge I real-
ized that the top was farther then I speculated. At least 
from then on the traveling was enjoyable. The ridge formed 
a semicircle curving to the north, hugging a ke琀琀le lake at 
the base of some actually steep walls spilling from the west 
side of the peak. As I walked the ridge, toward the summit, 
things got interes琀椀ngly steeper; there might be two sum-
mits, so I 琀椀ptoed to the farthest one also. For the descent I 
took the ridge all the way down to some old structure at its 
base (weather sta琀椀on?) and made my way to the trail prop-
er. It was all downhill then, six miles or so of good walking, 
s琀椀ll overgrown, but in retrospect, quite pleasant. 

Above: Marcin Ksok’s route follows grass to grass 
slopes to the ridge. 

 

Right: Marcin Ksok on the summit of Bidarka 
Peak. 
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Mount Eklutna (4065 feet) and Flag Mountain (4009 feet), Western Chugach Mountains 

Text and photos by Marcin Ksok 

I have witnessed an interes琀椀ng phenomenon. The numbers of 
par琀椀cipants of a par琀椀cular trip are inversely propor琀椀onal to its 
di昀케cul琀椀es and miseries. During this ou琀椀ng Greg Encelewski and 
I found ourselves in company of two more individuals. Kate 
Yenik and Rob Litsenberger joined us on a glorious day for a 
pleasant stroll up the two easily a琀琀ainable summits. Personally 
I was now on a quest to visit places I had overlooked over the 
years. I am ba昀渀ed by the number of 琀椀mes I ventured up Fla琀琀op 
Mountain, Peaks Two and Three, among the rest of the blinded 
public and never opted for such great alterna琀椀ves as Mount 
Eklutna, for example. Well, there we were, strolling up the Pe-
ters Creek Trail and taking a le昀琀 at the intersec琀椀on toward the 
peak proper. Weather was glorious, views amazing. We started 
gaining eleva琀椀on and however hard Greg and I tried to pull on 
our reins, we just couldn't slow down and pass up on the uphill 
exercise. Kate and Rob paid no a琀琀en琀椀on to our folly and en-
joyed the hike and social 琀椀me. A昀琀er reaching the ridge and 
turning right, the summit came in short order. We waited, re-
grouped, and con琀椀nued on down the ridge to Peak 4009 [Ed. 
note: This peak was called Flag Mountain by Frank Baker in the 
August 2014 Scree]. Eklutna Lake came into view in all its splen-
dor; so did the high peaks surrounding it. From Peak 4009 we 
pondered the ridgeline ahead, which could take us all the way 

to Thunder Bird Peak, but this was not that kind of a trip. We 
also passed up an op琀椀onal descent to Four Mile Creek, as the 
amount of involved bushwhacking was not known to anyone. 
Instead we retraced our path back down the ridge and the 
south slopes of Mount Eklutna. If you are heading for one of 
those popular des琀椀na琀椀ons don't forget about the lesser-known 
trips you could take instead. Mount Eklutna is one of them. 

Kate Yenik on the ridgeline. 

Kate Yenik on Mount Eklutna. 
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"The Alaskan Monster" and "The Stump Rider,"  

New Rock Routes, Ruth Gorge, Alaska Range 

Text by Freddie Wilkinson 

Two months a昀琀er making the 昀椀rst ascent of the south ridge of 
Mount Russell with Dana Drummond, I returned to Talkeetna. 
Despite being accompanied by the all-star team of Alex Hon-
nold and Renan Ozturk, condi琀椀ons and mo琀椀va琀椀ons didn’t align 
for a big adventure. Instead, we made two minor 昀椀rst ascents 
on the sunny side of The Great Gorge. 

 On June 17, Alex and I climbed a circa 1,000-foot line on the 
bu琀琀ress immediately north of The Stump. That route began 
with a 5.11 昀椀st crack through a roof, followed by an impressive 
400-foot 5.10 o昀昀-width (thanks, Alex!) before relen琀椀ng to easily 

simul-climbable terrain. We called it "The Alaskan Mon-
ster" (1,000 feet, 5.11). On June 20, Renan, Alex, and I climbed 
a probable new line on the southeastern aspect of The Stump. 
From the start of "Gold昀椀nger," we hiked east toward The Eye 
Tooth for 15 or 20 minutes to reach the start of the route. It 
had a few okay pitches, but the rock paled in comparison to the 
nearby "Gold昀椀nger" (McNamara-Puryear, 2004 [Ed. note:  see 
page 187 of the 2005 American Alpine Journal for Joe Puryear's 
report of his ascent of "Gold昀椀nger" with Chris McNamara.]). We 
named our route "The Stump Rider" (1,500 feet, 5.11).  

Mount Sanford, 16237 feet, viewed from Lake Louise Road at Mile 159 of the Glenn Highway. Mount Sanford is a shield 
volcano in the Wrangell Volcanic Field, in eastern Alaska near the Copper River. It is the third highest volcano in the United 
States behind Mount Bona and Mount Blackburn.The mountain was named in 1885 by Lieutenant Henry T. Allen of the U.S. 

Army a昀琀er the Sanford family (Allen was a descendant of Reuben Sanford). Mount Sanford was 昀椀rst climbed on July 21, 
1938, by noted mountaineers Terris Moore and Bradford Washburn, via the s琀椀ll-standard North Ramp route up the Sheep 

Glacier [Ed. note: see Terris Moore's ar琀椀cle 琀椀tled "Mt. Sanford:  An Alaskan Ski Climb," which appeared on pages 265 
through 273 of the 1939 American Alpine Journal]. 

Photo by Frank E. Baker 
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Peak of the Month: Peak 42 

Text by Steve Gruhn 

Mountain Range:  
Bendeleben Mountains  

Borough:  
Unorganized Borough 

Drainages:  
Telephone Creek and Koyuk River  

La琀椀tude/Longitude:  
65° 16' 5" North, 162° 48' 18" West 

Eleva琀椀on:  
3426 feet  

Adjacent Peaks:  
Peak 3355 in the Lava Creek, 
Telephone Creek, and Koyuk River 
drainages and Peak 3283 in the Koyuk 
River drainage. 

Prominence:  
651 feet from Peak 3473 in the Lava 
Creek and Koyuk River drainages  

Dis琀椀nctness:  
651 feet from Peak 3355  

USGS Map:  
1:63,360:  Bendeleben (B-2); 1:25,000:  
Bendeleben B-2 SW    

First Recorded Ascent:  
This peak might be unclimbed.  

In 1943 a U.S. Coast and Geode琀椀c Survey party conducted a 
survey of the Bendeleben Mountains of the eastern Seward 
Peninsula. The survey team iden琀椀昀椀ed a high peak near the 
juncture of the Bendeleben Mountains and the Darby 
Mountains and labeled it as Peak 42 in their 昀椀eld notes. 
Although the survey party did not visit Peak 42, the team 
measured bearings from other survey sta琀椀ons to its summit in 
order to accurately determine their loca琀椀ons. 

Peak 42 is on the southeastern boundary of Bering Land Bridge 
Na琀椀onal Preserve and is the second-highest peak in the 
preserve. I don't know of any ascents of Peak 42; it might be 
unclimbed. 

The informa琀椀on for this column came from USCGS 昀椀eld notes 
available at h琀琀ps://www.geocaching.com/mark/details.aspx?
PID=UW4042. 

https://www.geocaching.com/mark/details.aspx?PID=UW4042
https://www.geocaching.com/mark/details.aspx?PID=UW4042
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Board of Directors Mee琀椀ng Minutes 

April 9, 2018 

Roll Call 

Ralph Baldwin (Director) - Present 

Jennifer DuFord (Director) - Present 

Max Neale (Director) - Present 

Jen Ascho昀昀 (Secretary) - Present 

Charlie Sink (President) - Present 

Tom Meacham (Director) - Present 

Marcin Ksok (Director) - Present 

Mike Meyers  (Vice President) – Present 

Visitors: Cory Hinds, Gerrit Verbeek, Dave Hart 

Scribe  

Jen Ascho昀昀 

President’s Report 

Charlie discussed the use of public use of MCA huts. Essen-
琀椀ally we are required to open them to the general public re-
gardless of whether they are members or not.  

Commi琀琀ee Reports 

Vice President (Mike Meyers) 

Film fes琀椀val was a net loss of $500 with low par琀椀cipa琀椀on. 
Not sure why. 

Conrad Anker 昀椀lm was a success 

Treasurer (Mark Smith) 

Mark has a 昀椀nal budget into the Scree and the membership 
will vote.  

Secretary (Jen Ascho昀昀) 

Nothing to report.   

Huts (Cory Hinds) 

Cory Hinds - plans underway to build the Holden Hut. Need 
transport of materials at pad in Eklutna to Gold Mint (fork-

li昀琀 to load truck if possible) before June 26th. 

Hikers going on June 26th and materials 昀氀y on the 27th. 

Ralph said someone should probably stay overnight at the 
Gold Mint lot to make sure that the materials are not dam-
aged or stolen. 

Training (Max Neale) 

Mike is teaching a class in crevasse rescue April 15th with 
pre-mee琀椀ng classroom session on the 12th. 

No upcoming mee琀椀ng. 

Max is interested in organizing rock-climbing training. 

Mentorship (Vacant) 

Nathan Hebda stepped sown from this program in February 
and a replacement is needed. 

Parks Advisory (Tom Meacham and Ralph Baldwin) 

Superintendant posi琀椀on for Chugach State Park is being ad-
ver琀椀sed. More informa琀椀on to come. 

Ralph is talking to Hatcher Pass Snow Riders Club  to try to 
resolve con昀氀ict with snowmachiners in the backcountry  

Hiking, Skiing, and Climbing (Jen Ascho昀昀 and Mike Meyers) 

Marcin will organize a rock-climbing event via meetup this 
spring. 

Crevasse rescue course at the Matanuska Glacier (Rusty 
Meyer and Mike Meyers) 

Need more events for spring and the fall of 2018. 

Library (Charlo琀琀e Foley) 

Nothing to report 

Scree (Dave Hart) 

Dave Hart men琀椀oned that the Scree was late this month and 
this could be improved by ge琀�ng some help with layout.  
Steve Gruhn has been a huge help. 

Other 

Ralph talked to the American Alpine Club (Nat Ma琀琀hews) 
about liability issues. Ralph handed out a comprehensive set 
of notes from his conversa琀椀on and these are available on the 
Google Docs for the Board to review 

         -Tracy Knutson (Homer, AK) is an a琀琀orney with deep 
experience in preparing waivers for outdoor recrea琀椀on or-
ganiza琀椀ons 

         -From a conversa琀椀on with the chief 昀椀nancial o昀케cer and 
Director of Opera琀椀ons for the AAC, they use four kinds of 
waivers: adult climbing, adult non-climbing, minor climbing, 
and minor non-climbing waivers. 
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Board of Directors Mee琀椀ng Minutes 

May 7, 2018 

         -No alcohol at events served by AAC, but served by local 
venders 

         -Meetup solu琀椀on depends on how closely linked MCA is 
linked to meetup. As it stands now, we are directly linked to 
MeetUp.com, Alaska Mountaineers, because we adver琀椀se it 
on our MCA website. 

         -We should review overall broad spectrum of risk man-
agement. 

         -Marcin men琀椀oned that the MCA members that lead 
trips have no real protec琀椀on from li琀椀ga琀椀on. 

         -A way forward: ul琀椀mate goal is to have a broad spec-
trum of trips and employ the best prac琀椀ces for liability.  We 
need a commi琀琀ee to 昀椀nd more informa琀椀on on how to solve 

the liability issue, then contact risk management profession-
als. 

         -Tom recalled two MCA incidents involving fatali琀椀es. 

Time and loca琀椀on of next mee琀椀ng 

Membership Mee琀椀ng - 6:30 p.m., April 17 at the BP Energy 
Center 

Board Mee琀椀ng - 6 p.m., May 14 at the BP Energy Center 

Roll Call 

Ralph Baldwin (Director) - Present 

Jennifer DuFord (Director) -  

Max Neale (Director) -  

Jen Ascho昀昀 (Secretary) -  

Charlie Sink (President) - Present 

Tom Meacham (Director) - Present 

Marcin Ksok (Director) - Present 

Mike Meyers  (Vice President) – Present 

Visitors:  

Scribe  

Charlie Sink 

President’s Report 

Hut Budget Forecast -- is complete and ready for presenta-
琀椀on.  

Commi琀琀ee Reports 

Vice President (Mike Meyers) 

 Rusty Meyer to present Big Trip Training. 

 Would like to know when or if we could buy shirts in 琀椀me 
for the Ice Fes琀椀val. 

 Maybe ask Alaska Huts organiza琀椀on or similar 
501(c)(3) to ask them to sell the shirts/clothing 
for us.  Maybe share the take.  (Mark’s sugges-
琀椀on) 

 Or ask a contribu琀椀on for the huts instated of 
taking a share. 

 Would like to work on revising the calendar picture-

selec琀椀on process-- 

 Suggest going digital. 

 Change format of pre-selec琀椀on of the photos. 

 Perhaps have only the board members vote — 
however, this seems to be a func琀椀on the mem-
bership likes to do. 

 Suggest to include Stu Grenier in this proposed 
work group.  Suggested work group would begin 
later this year. 

 Need to work on providing trips and pos琀椀ng of the trips. 

 Mark and Marcin are pos琀椀ng on Facebook and 
conduc琀椀ng weekly ou琀椀ngs. 

 Suggest Summer Picnic occur at Knik River Lodge o昀昀 the 
end of Knik River Road.  Travis McAlpine, the Manager, 
has invited the MCA to hold an event there for free. 

 Suggest a Friday in late July or August. 
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 Will ask Jennifer DuFord to see if she 
would like to arrange the event. 

 Need to adver琀椀ze for the picnic and 
to arrange payment for a meal – pos-
sibly use general mee琀椀ng funds. 

 S琀椀ll would like to work on auto-renewal 
membership – Mike to talk to Tim Silvers 
and others.  

 Suggest maybe polling or surveying the 
membership about a yearly feedback 
regarding Strategic Planning e昀昀orts. 

Treasurer (Mark Smith) 

 Taxes – the club has never before 昀椀led a 
Form 900T for non-exempt income. 

 Non-exempt income for Fiscal Year 2017 
will be less than $1,000 and not taxable. 

 There is a 15% tax on non-exempt in-
come. 

 Non-exempt income includes events such 
as calendar sales (es琀椀mated at 85% to 
club members), Film Fes琀椀val 2017 (90%), 
then may have a tax on the Conrad Anker 
昀椀lm. 

 A昀琀er checking with the Nordic Ski Associa-
琀椀on, they o昀昀ered to do MCA’s audit for 
$8,000 and $4,000 for a review; in other 
words, they don’t want to be bothered with 
such a small audit.  

 Ask for increase in Helicopter Holden Hut 
li昀琀 – we obtained actual weights for materi-
als that we had to give to the helicopter 
company; see budget explana琀椀on on the 
right: 

 

 Resolu琀椀on to name Tom Meacham as MCA 
Registered Agent for Alaska Department of 
Commerce.  Marcin moved, Ralph second-
ed, all favored the mo琀椀on with no opposed. 

 Will also need to develop and sign a le琀琀er 
to our dona琀椀on contributors and what we 
spent these funds on. 

Huts Budget Fiscal Year 2018   Totals 

Holden Hut construc琀椀on  $ 13,030.00   

Other hut maintenance  $   1,500.00   

Hut Leases and Taxes  $   2,680.00   

Hut budget    $   17,210.00 

Helicopter budget from Holden Hut con-
struc琀椀on 

 $   9,000.00   

Helicopter quote based on actual weights 
of materials 

 $ 14,818.00   

Rounded up  $ 15,000.00   

Asking for increase to cover helicopter 
cost 

   $     6,000.00 

Total Holden Hut construc琀椀on a昀琀er in-
crease 

   $   23,210.00 

Holden Hut construc琀椀on budget    $   44,789.00 

Helicopter cost increase  $   6,000.00   

Holden Hut construc琀椀on budget a昀琀er in-
crease 

   $ 50,789.00 

Hut Dona琀椀ons     

Family  $(20,250.00)   

Grant  $(16,500.00)   

Other dona琀椀ons  $  (1,390.00)   

Subtotal Hut Budget increase – Dona琀椀ons    $12,649.00 

Hut con琀椀ngency amount that may be used $2,000   

Changes to Fiscal Year 2018 Budget      $51,973 

Film Fes琀椀val  $  (1,250.00)   

Helicopter change  $  (6,000.00)   

Bear Tooth Conrad Anker  $   4,800.00   

Dona琀椀ons Fiscal Year 2018 to date  $   1,390.00   

Net change    $   1,060.00 

Ask members to increase Fiscal Year 2018 
budget to: 

   $   53,033.00 
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Secretary (Jen Ascho昀昀) 

Nothing to report.   

Huts (Marcin) 

Need cost increase for helicopter budget by $6,000.00; see 
above budget.  

Training (Max Neale) 

Nothing to report. 

Mentorship (Vacant) 

Parks Advisory (Tom Meacham and Ralph Baldwin) 

Tom reported that State of Alaska Department of Transporta-
琀椀on is planning on developing a rock quarry at Rainbow along 
the Seward Highway.  It is reported to be a three-sided quar-
ry that will be 100 feet higher than the Bird Creek quarry site. 

DOT may try to get around Chugach State Park’s requirement 
for “fair market value” for rock that would be obtained from 
proposed Rainbow quarry and therefore not pay a “true val-
ue” price. 

There have been public hearings, including one a琀琀ended by 
Cory Hinds that got one rock-climbing area to not be included 
in the quarry design. 

Hiking, Skiing, and Climbing (Jen Ascho昀昀 and Mike Meyers) 

Marcin will organize a rock-climbing event via meetup this 
spring – reported that it rained on them last week.  But will 
con琀椀nue his weekly e昀昀ort  

Need more events for spring and the fall of 2018. 

Library (Charlo琀琀e Foley) 

Nothing to report 

Scree (Dave Hart) 

May 2018 Scree is in the process of development. 

Scree Discussion:  Mark and Mike 

There is a Scree hardcopy mailing list of approximately 45:  
Sent to: 

Loussac Library and Homer Library, American Alpine Club, 
Mazamas, AMH, Talkeetna Ranger Sta琀椀on, Alpine Air, and 
others. 

Actual cost of a printed Scree is $45.00 per year and cur-
rently charge $40.00, although some have grandfathered 
in at a cheaper price (?) and some are honorary members. 

Cost to print Screes per year = $2,500.00. 

Recommended raise price to $45.00 per year.  Mike pro-
posed, Marcin seconded, Tom abstained as honorary 
member; all voted yes. 

Other 

Liability Issues 

No update from Waivers and Liability Commi琀琀ee. 

Ralph, in an email, has found some costs for general and 
liability insurance; see below: 

The broker used was Don Pachner with Pachner and Asso-
ciates.  Pachner and Associates, LLC, P.O. Box 140, Keene, 
NY 12942-0140.  Local phone is 518-576-2100.  Toll free:  
888-582-4884 

Costs: 

 General Liability   $8,550 

Professional Liability  $3,950 

Workers' Compensa琀椀on  $7,300 

Directors and O昀케cers  $675 

Auto/Snowmobile Liability $450 

Tom said he would provide Execu琀椀ve Commi琀琀ee a risk 
memo/white paper by end of summer 2018. 

Will look at o昀케cers and directors protec琀椀on and not gen-
eral liability. 

A comment was made by Tom that 501(c)(7) organiza琀椀ons 
that o昀케cers and directors would generally not be held lia-
ble, except for gross negligence, for injury occurrences, but 
that the funds of the organiza琀椀on could be. 

Need to obtain signed waivers for cabin use 

There is a di昀케culty to get the general public to sign the 
waivers because they are not required to be MCA mem-
bers. 

Tom said we would need to get an amendment to State 
law for non-pro昀椀t to provide services to the State and pub-
lic and not be charged for liability, if avoid normal negli-
gence, but not gross negligence.  It would require a legisla-
琀椀ve 昀椀x, he said. 

Mark suggested that we amend the lease to post that kind 
of sign for liability release. 

Mark suggested to talk further with di昀昀erent spor琀椀ng or-
ganiza琀椀ons such as the Alaska Rock Gym (I think we al-
ready did). 
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Choate's Chuckle - Tom Choate      

A:  To be hammered. 

Strategic Plan 

Ralph, Max, and Jonella Larson-White of Ququngaq 

Cost of four hours + one hour of prepara琀椀on + two hours 
post work for  

Seven hours at $110 per hour   = $770.00 

Parking fee  = $8.00 

Foraker Membership fee  = $100.00 

Pizza Supper   = $102.00 

Total    = $980.00 

Budget   = $1,000.00 

Balance   = $20.00 

Jonella sent nice cover le琀琀er for six-page strategic plan; 
actual plan is one and half pages. 

Max, Ralph, Marcin, and Mike to review strategic plan to 
update and edit and will later give us a report. 

Ralph recommend a strategic plan task force be developed.  
Now includes Max and Ralph. 

Look at what could be accomplished in one to 昀椀ve years for 
two to three goals. 

Make recommenda琀椀on for job descrip琀椀ons and guidelines 
for di昀昀erent board members. 

Mike recommended a commitment from commi琀琀ee mem-
bers to be on it for a period.  Tom and Mike to look into 
this type of commitment. 

Mount Mary and Santa Ana Peak Naming Sugges琀椀ons for 
Kenai Peninsula Peaks East of Seward 

Harold Faust and Dano Michaud from Seward made a 
presenta琀椀on to propose two new mountain names for two 
mountains located east of Seward.  The suggested new 
name for a peak located at 60 degrees, 6 minutes, 58 sec-
onds North, 149 degrees, 13 minutes, 44 seconds West is 
“Mount Mary” at 4883 feet.  The geographically named 

peak Mount Eva was named a昀琀er an early homesteader 
named Eva Lowell.  Her daughter’s name was used to name 
Mount Alice, the prominent peak east of Seward seen at 
the head of Resurrec琀椀on Bay.  The second daughter, Mary 
Lowell, is the suggested name, Mary, for this so-far-

unnamed peak.  Greg Higgins claimed the 昀椀rst ascent in 
1986 in the Scree with a woman named Kathy Fiack.  The 
Domes琀椀c Geographic Name Proposal is number 9369. 

The second peak, proposed Santa Ana Peak, is located at 
60 degrees, 5 minutes, 3 seconds North; 149 degrees, 12 
minutes, 3 seconds West at 4754 feet is about 2.5 miles 
south-southeast of "Mount Mary.”  The Domes琀椀c Geo-
graphic Name Proposal is number 8922.  This proposed 
name follows the name of the 昀椀rst steamship to bring the 
昀椀rst pioneers for habita琀椀on of Resurrec琀椀on Bay and be-
yond that arrived August 1903 whose master was Captain 
Cain. 

Ralph suggested we propose support and to write a le琀琀er 
to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.  Tom Meacham 
seconded and recommended the le琀琀er be sent to MCA’s 
Secretary.  It was also suggested we take this decision of 
support to the club.  Present board members signed a pe琀椀-
琀椀on to name these peaks with MCA's President abstaining 
because of a con昀氀ict of interest.  It was also suggested to 
ask Steve Gruhn of the club’s Geographic Names Com-
mi琀琀ee to assist in this ma琀琀er. 

New Business 

Announcements 

Board Comments 

Time and loca琀椀on of next mee琀椀ng 

Membership Mee琀椀ng - adjourned for the summer 

Board Mee琀椀ng - 6 p.m., June 11 at the BP Energy Center 
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Board of Directors Mee琀椀ng Minutes 

June 11, 2018 

Roll Call 

Charlie Sink (President) -  Present 

Mike Meyers (Vice-President) - Absent 

Jen Ascho昀昀 (Secretary) -  Absent 

Mark Smith (Treasurer) - Present 

Ralph Baldwin (Director) -  Present 

Jennifer DuFord (Director) -  Present 

Max Neale (Director) -   Present 

Tom Meacham (Director) -  Absent 

Marcin Ksok (Director) -  Absent 

Visitors:  None 

Scribe  

Ralph Baldwin. Mee琀椀ng called to order at 5:20 p.m. 

President’s Report 

Summer work -- Strategic Plan and Holden Hut construc琀椀on 

Commi琀琀ee Reports 

Vice President (Mike Meyers) 

Nothing to report. 

Treasurer (Mark Smith) 

No change from last month’s report. 

Secretary (Jen Ascho昀昀) 

Nothing to report.   

Huts (Marcin) 

Ralph reports that the Holden Hut airli昀琀 of materials is on 
schedule with transporta琀椀on of materials to Gold Mint Park-
ing Lot near Hatcher Pass scheduled for the morning of 
Monday, June 25, and the airli昀琀 scheduled for Tuesday, June 
26. 

Charlie will add to MCA Google Docs, the Powerpoint 
presenta琀椀on he made at the May general mee琀椀ng regarding 
hut expenses as analyzed over a mul琀椀-year period. 

Training (Max Neale) 

Max has lined up a two-day rock-climbing event for July 6 
and 7 to be held at Hatcher Pass.  At this point, there are 4 

instructors and a class of 10 students.  Max will have all par-
琀椀cipants sign an event-speci昀椀c waiver and he will double 
check the Policy Manual for guidelines. 

Mentorship (Alexandra Janczewska) 

There is no board member directly associated with this posi-
琀椀on. But, at the last General Mee琀椀ng, Alexandra Janczewska 
stepped forward and is organizing mentors and mentees for 
a summer program of mentorship. 

Parks Advisory (Tom Meacham and Ralph Baldwin) 

Ralph reports that an addi琀椀onal fee will be ins琀椀tuted at 
Hatcher Pass this summer.  Visitors who wish to drive to the 
upper parking lot at the Visitor’s Center for the Independ-
ence Mine Historical Park will have to pay $3.00 per person.  
All are free to walk the last sec琀椀on from the Independence 
Bowl Parking Lot to the Visitor’s Center.  A volunteer will be 
collec琀椀ng fees at the gate.  

Hiking, Skiing, and Climbing (Jen Ascho昀昀 and Mike Meyers) 

No report 

Mark Smith reports that he has organized Meetup events for 
Peak A Week for the past three weeks, but the turnout has 
been very low.  Only three people each for two of the 
events. 

Library (Charlo琀琀e Foley) 

Nothing to report 

Scree (Dave Hart) 

The June Scree will be late, possibly a joint June-July issue.  
Dave Hart is unable to publish it due to other commitments 
and Steve Gruhn will 昀椀ll in as editor.  

Mark Smith reports that the fee for a hardcopy subscrip琀椀on 
to the Scree now is $45 per year as per previous board deci-
sion. This covers the prin琀椀ng/postage costs. 

Mark will request that the Mountaineers send us their news 
magazine as a subscrip琀椀on in return for the hardcopy Scree 
we send them. 

Liability and Waivers Commi琀琀ee 

This commi琀琀ee consists of Tom, Ralph, and Charlie.  Tom is 
the chairperson. 

The board requests a report from this commi琀琀ee by the end 



Scree—July 2018  23 

 

of the summer.  Ralph will contact Tom regarding this. 

Old Business 

Geographic Naming Request 

At the last board mee琀椀ng, Harold Faust and Dano Michaud 
from Seward made a presenta琀椀on to propose new names 
for two mountains located east of Seward:  Mount Mary and 
Santa Ana Peak.  The board voted to write a le琀琀er of sup-
port.  Charlie will contact Steve Gruhn regarding this le琀琀er.  
See minutes of May 7, 2018, mee琀椀ng for more detail. 

Strategic Plan 

The MCA has not yet been invoiced by the Foraker Group for 
the strategic planning session held earlier this spring.  Ralph 
will contact them regarding the invoice. 

The bulk of this mee琀椀ng was spent discussing and revising 
the dra昀琀 strategic plan which the Strategic Plan Task Force 
(Max, chairperson, Ralph, Tom, and Mike) had reviewed and 
revised. 

The Strategic Plan was adopted unanimously by the board 
quorum present with the following mo琀椀on (Max proposed 
the mo琀椀on, Jennifer seconded):  “To adopt the amended 
strategic plan as wri琀琀en with addi琀椀ons and correc琀椀ons and 
to add a measurements sec琀椀on.  The plan will be sent out to 
the full board for 昀椀nal approval.” 

A copy of the plan with addi琀椀ons and correc琀椀ons and meas-
urement sec琀椀on will be added to the MCA google docs by 
Max and Ralph.  

New Business 

MCA Summer Picnic 

Jennifer will organize and Summer Picnic will be held at the 
Bayshore Clubhouse, 3131 Amber Bay Loop in Anchorage 
on Wednesday, June 20, from 6 to 9:30 p.m. 

Mike Meyers might possibly organize a second picnic gath-
ering at the Knik River Lodge for Saturday, June 30. 

General Mee琀椀ng Schedule - 2018/2019 

Mike has been working with the BP Energy Center and was 
NOT able to reserve the third Tuesday for each month.  The 
following is the schedule: September 11 (Tuesday), October 
22 (Monday), November 20 (Tuesday), January 15 
(Tuesday), February 11 (Monday), March 11 (Monday), 
April 8 (Monday), and May 21 (Tuesday).  The large Birch 
Room is reserved from 6:30 to 9:00 p.m.  The December 
mee琀椀ng has tradi琀椀onally been a Christmas dinner held at 
the Pioneer School House.  

Announcements 

Board Comments 

Time and loca琀椀on of next mee琀椀ng 

There is discussion regarding reconvening the board for a 
regular mee琀椀ng in either August or September (No July 
mee琀椀ng, for sure).  No de昀椀nite 琀椀me or loca琀椀on decided.  
The BP Energy Center closed early this evening at 7:00 p.m.  
We accomplished as much business as possible. 

Mee琀椀ng adjourned at 6:55 p.m. 

Mountains from right to le昀琀:  Benign Peak, The Watchman, and The Mitre.  Taken June 26, 2018. 
Photo by Frank E. Baker 
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Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

President Charlie Sink 258-8770 Board member (term expires in 2018)   Ralph Baldwin 232-0897 

Vice-President Mike Meyers mcmeyer24@msn.com Board member (term expires in 2018)   Jennifer DuFord     227-6995 

Secretary Jen Ascho昀昀 jlascho昀昀@gmail.com Board member (term expires in 2018)   Marcin Ksok 928-380-2995 

Treasurer Mark Smith 717-9501 Board member (term expires in 2019)   Max Neale 207-712-1355 

   Board member (term expires in 2019)   Tom Meacham  346-1077 

  

 

Annual membership dues: Single $20, Family $30  
 

Dues can be paid at any mee琀椀ng or mailed to the Treasurer at the MCA address below. If you want a membership card, please 昀椀ll out a club 
waiver and mail it with a self-addressed, stamped envelope. If you fail to receive the newsle琀琀er or have ques琀椀ons about your membership, 
contact the Club Membership Commi琀琀ee at membership@mtnclubak.org. 
 

The Scree is a monthly publica琀椀on of the Mountaineering Club of Alaska. Ar琀椀cles, notes, and le琀琀ers submi琀琀ed for publica琀椀on in the news-
le琀琀er should be emailed to MCAScree@gmail.com. Ar琀椀cles should be submi琀琀ed by the 24th of the month to appear in the next month’s 
Scree.  
 

Paid ads may be submi琀琀ed to the a琀琀en琀椀on of the Vice-President at the club address and should be in electronic format and pre-paid. Ads 
can be emailed to vicepresident@mtnclubak.org.  
 

Missing your MCA membership card? Stop by the monthly mee琀椀ng to pick one up or send a self-addressed, stamped envelope and we’ll 
mail it to you. 
 

Mailing list/database entry: Mark Smith —717-9501 - membership@mtnclubak.org  
Hiking and Climbing Commi琀琀ee: Mike Meyers—mcmeyer24@msn.com, Jen Ascho昀昀— jlascho昀昀@gmail.com or hcc@mtnclubak.org 

Huts: Greg Bragiel—569-3008 or huts@mtnclubak.org 

Calendar: Stuart Grenier—337-5127 or stugrenier@gmail.com 

Librarian: Charlo琀琀e Foley—603-493-7146 or library@mtaclubak.org 

Scree Editor: MCAScree@gmail.com Dave Hart (244-1722) assisted by Dawn Munroe (350-5121) dawn.talbo琀琀@yahoo.com 

Web: www.mtnclubak.org  
 

Find MCAK listserv at h琀琀ps://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/MCAK/info. 

                               

Having a riot on the trans-Alaska pipeline service road, Lupe would soon leave it 
to climb the ridge on the right.  Photo looks north.  

Photo by Lupe Lunde and SPHP 
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